










     Commonwealth of Kentucky  

    
 SCOTT LEWIS      

STATE REPRESENTATIVE  

 
July 2, 2021 

 
 
 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary of the U.S. Department  
     of Transportation  
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE  
Washington DC, 20590 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 
 
I am writing in support of the Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) 
application submitted by the Daviess County Fiscal Court for the project to make improvements to KY 54 
from the US 60 Bypass to Thruston-Dermont Road in Owensboro, Kentucky. 
 
This project includes widening an existing 5-lane section to a 6-lane section with a raised, non-traversable 
median that will help to reduce the disproportionate number of injury collisions as a result of eliminating 
left turns at un-signalized intersections. A shared-use path will also be constructed to accommodate 
pedestrian and bicycle modes of transportation.  The second section of the project constructs a shared-
use path along the existing 5 lane roadway and adds right turn lanes where needed.  Daviess County 
continues to become more active, especially in cycling, as the City of Owensboro expands its 15-mile trail 
network in the Adkisson Greenbelt Park.  The proposed project will connect to this network and a parking 
area for the existing Greenbelt system. 
 
KY 54 is a vital route providing access to jobs, healthcare, and educational opportunities.  This project will 
improve safety, mobility, and connectivity and improve the economic future of the area by providing 
better access for rural communities. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of Daviess County's RAISE application for this project to support rural 
development in western Kentucky. 
 
        Sincerely, 
 
 
        Scott Lewis  
        State Representative     

702 Capitol Avenue 

Capitol Annex Room 316 

Frankfort, KY 40601 

502-564-8100 ext. 57975 
 
 

14TH LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT 
1901 Beda Road  
Hartford, Kentucky  42347 
scott.lewis@lrc.ky.gov   
1-800-372-7181 
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July 12, 2021 

Secretary Peter Buttigieg 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, NE 
Washington, DC 20590 

RE:  Daviess County KY 54 RAISE Grant Application 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 

On behalf of the Daviess County Public Schools district, I am writing to demonstrate our support of the project 
for a FY 2021 RAISE Grant to improve KY 54 in Daviess County, Kentucky. The corridor has experienced 
tremendous growth within the past decade – a trend that is projected to continue in the immediate and far-
reaching future. 
 

Corresponding traffic congestion has and will continue to increase, creating safety concerns that are especially 
worrisome as this corridor and the area immediately surrounding it encompasses three elementary schools 
Country Heights, Highland and Meadow Lands) with a large middle school under construction (Daviess County 
Middle School, projected to open August 2022). Total student enrollment in these four schools will exceed 
2,300 (grades P-8). In addition to routine transportation of students, we are concerned about speed of access 
challenges facing first responders in the event of an emergency.  
 

The Kentucky 54 area on the eastern side of Daviess County offers an abundance of open land that is prime for 
development for the coming decades. In addition to addressing traffic and safety concerns, the proposed 
project will ensure that the KY 54 area is developed in a strategic and efficient manner, benefiting economic 
growth while also enhancing the quality of life in our community through the development of shared-use paths 
connecting pedestrians and cyclists to commercial areas and neighborhoods.   

We appreciate your consideration of this visionary plan and encourage the USDOT’s wholehearted support of 
the KY 54 2021 RAISE Grant Application as submitted by Daviess County Fiscal Court. This is a legacy project 
that will benefit the entire Daviess County community and surrounding region both immediately and for 
generations to come.  

Respectfully submitted –  

 

J. Matthew Robbins 
Superintendent 
Daviess County Public Schools 
“Kids First!” 

 

Daviess County Public Schools 











 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Southern Star Central Gas Pipeline, Inc. 

4700 State Route 56 
P.O.  Box 20010 

Owensboro, Kentucky 42304-0010 
Phone 270/852-5000 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

July 12, 2021 

Secretary Peter Buttigieg 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, NE 
Washington, DC 20590 

RE:  Daviess County KY 54 RAISE Grant Application 

Dear Secretary Buttigeg: 

We are pleased to support the project for a FY 2021 RAISE Grant to improve KY 54 in Daviess County, KY.  
The corridor has experienced tremendous growth within the past decade. Many commercial businesses 
have been attracted to this corridor since it is one of the last suitable places to build, beyond the Ohio 
River floodplain.  The other highly developed route in Owensboro, US 431 (Frederica St.), is developed 
almost to capacity due to floodplain issues which will push any new development to this KY 54 corridor. 
There is also open land along this route and the east side of Daviess County that is prime for 
development for the coming decades. Continued development in this corridor has increased traffic 
congestion in recent years, that trend is expected to continue.  Safety is also a concern in the area, as 
rear end collisions are common in the corridor.   

The RAISE funds will allow Daviess County to implement a roadway project that will address congestion, 
safety, multimodal concerns, and connectivity.  The KY 54 project will construct a revised corridor 
configuration which will improve safety for motorists and all corridor users. The addition of shared-use-
paths will provide safer connectivity for pedestrians and cyclist to commercial areas and neighborhoods.  
The reconstructed corridor will also improve access and connectivity to Daviess County, the City of 
Whitesville, and many other communities providing critical access to healthcare, retail and education 
opportunities.   

This award of this RAISE grant is critical to transforming the KY 54 corridor, improving safety, efficiency, 
and multimodal access.  We appreciate your consideration of this grant and encourage the USDOT’s full 
support of the KY 54 2021 RAISE Grant Application.   

Sincerely, 
 
 
Jimmy Staton 
President & CEO 





July 12, 2021 

 
William D. Jones 
Residential/Commercial Real Estate Developer 
Restaurant Owner 
1828 Bonnie Castle Dr 
Owensboro, KY  42301 
 

Secretary Peter Buttigieg 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, NE 
Washington, DC 20590 

RE:  Daviess County KY 54 RAISE Grant Application 

Dear Secretary Buttigeg: 

We are pleased to support the project for a FY 2021 RAISE Grant to improve KY 54 in Daviess County, KY.  

The corridor has experienced tremendous growth within the past decade.  I was a co-developer and 

home builder of Lake Forest, a 200 acre planned community, containing over 400 single family homes 

and a 20 acre commercial area, located along the KY 54 corridor.  During the years of development and 

recent completion of the Lake Forest project, many commercial businesses have been attracted to this 

corridor since it is one of the last suitable places to build, beyond the Ohio River floodplain.  In fact, I 

developed an approximately 22,000 square foot shopping center in the Lake Forest Town Center and 

own a restaurant located in the center.  The growth along the KY 54 corridor has been tremendous is a 

relatively short period of time, with no end in sight.  The other highly developed route in Owensboro, US 

431 (Frederica St.), is developed almost to capacity due to floodplain issues which will push any new 

development to this KY 54 corridor. There is also open land along this route and the east side of Daviess 

County that is prime for development for the coming decades. Continued development in this corridor 

has increased traffic congestion in recent years, that trend is expected to continue.  Safety is also a 

concern in the area, as rear end collisions are common in the corridor.   

The RAISE funds will allow Daviess County to implement a roadway project that will address congestion, 

safety, multimodal concerns, and connectivity.  The KY 54 project will construct a revised corridor 

configuration which will improve safety for motorists and all corridor users. The addition of shared-use-

paths will provide safer connectivity for pedestrians and cyclist to commercial areas and neighborhoods.  

The reconstructed corridor will also improve access and connectivity to Daviess County, the City of 

Whitesville, and many other communities providing critical access to healthcare, retail and education 

opportunities.   

This award of this RAISE grant is critical to transforming the KY 54 corridor, improving safety, efficiency, 

and multimodal access.  We appreciate your consideration of this grant and encourage the USDOT’s full 

support of the KY 54 2021 RAISE Grant Application.   

Sincerely, 
 
William D. Jones, Residential/Commercial Real Estate Developer 


